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Rt Hon Rishi Sunak
10 Downing Street
London
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Dear Prime Minister,

As a group of manufacturers, retailers and environmental organisations, we want to reiterate our
unwavering support for the government’s commitment to introduce a deposit return scheme in
light of unsupported reports of its costs.

The UK Government has committed to a target of reaching Net Zero by 2050, a target that is
supported by 72% of the public. For this to be achieved, stagnant recycling rates will need to
rise significantly, and a deposit return will provide infrastructure to do just that at no cost to the
taxpayer. More than 40 countries have successfully implemented a deposit return scheme, with
the best designed seeing return rates of up to 98% as a result.

If drinks manufacturers and retailers are to reach Net Zero, they will need to reduce the carbon
footprint of their packaging — the most effective way of achieving this is through the introduction
of a deposit return scheme. Furthermore, many drinks manufacturers and retailers have made
similar commitments and signed external pledges that are all conditional on deposit return being
implemented and interoperable across the country. DRS is therefore a policy that should carry
universal support.

We know the public want to play their part and only a deposit return scheme can provide the
high-quality recycling needed to help the UK move towards a circular economy for drinks
packaging. Recent polling carried out by YouGov on behalf of Keep Britain Tidy showed that
two-thirds of the public support the introduction of a scheme.

Our country’s environment is paying the price for not having a better waste collection system for
drinks containers, and implementing a deposit return scheme would reduce the littering of these
items by 85%.

Given the widespread support for deposit return, we urge all governments of the UK to act in
the interests of the environment and agree to implement an aligned and interoperable scheme
in deposit level, timeline, scope and fees, thus giving all actors certainty and confidence the UK
supply chain will not be compromised.

We know the government has the ambition to introduce a comprehensive deposit return
scheme. We share this ambition and offer our support, as a collective, to realise it.
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Yours sincerely,
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Allison Ogden-Newton OBE, CEO,
Keep Britain Tidy

Owen Derbyshire, CEO,
Keep Wales Tidy

Barry Fisher, Chief Executive,
Keep Scotland Beautiful

Karen Betts (CEO)
Food and Drink Federation
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Dr Kat Jones, Director,

Action to Protect Rural Scotland

White, CEO, AG Barr PLC

Partington, Director General,
Brltlsh Soft Drinks Association

aul G%anaging Director,

Britvic PLC
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Jamie Christon, CEO, Chester Zoo
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Mick Howard, CEO, Clearly Drinks
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Stephen Moorhouse VP and General
Manager Great Britain, Coca-Cola
European Partners
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Richard Hall, Vice President, General
Secretary, Danone UK & Ireland

Grant Mackenzie, Managing Director,
Nestlé Waters UK
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Simon Oldham, Managing Director,
Highland Spring Group
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Julian Newman, Campaigns Director,

Environmental Investigation Agency

Muntazir Dipoti, National President,
Federation of Independent Retailers
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Chris Bradshaw, Managing Director,
Kingsley Beverages
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lan O’Donohue, Founder
Harry Brompton’s London Ice Tea
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Sandy Luk, CEO, Marine
Conservation Society

Melissa Green, Chief Executive,
National Federation of Women’s
Institutes (The WI)
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Kinvara Carey, General Manager,
Natural Source Waters Association
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Natalia Filippociants, Vice President,

GM, PepsiCo Beverages Great Britain
and Ireland
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Cameron Mackintosh,
Managing Director, Princes Ltd
Sarah Baldwin, CEO,

Purity Soft Drinks

Sam Akinluyi, Managing Director,
Innocent Drinks UK

James Logan, Managing Director,
Refresco UK

. Moo

Jenni Hume, UK Director, Reloop
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Ros CIubb Head of Wildlife, RSPCA

Deborah Long, C |e: Officer, Scottish

Environment Link

Carol Robert, COO,
Suntory Beverage & Food GB&l

CihAidin,
Gil stow, CEO,
Surfers Against Sewage

Charles Millar, Executive Director,
Sustainable Inshore Fisheries Trust
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Karen Whitfield, Co-Director, Wales
Environment Link

Chris Butler-Stroud, CEO,
Whale and Dolphin Conservation

Richard Benwell, CEO,
Wildlife and Countryside Link
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Katie White, Executive Director
of Advocacy and Campaigns,

Dusan(Stojankic,
Vice President and General Manager,
Coca-Cola Great Britain
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